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capable of functioning. Compared with him, Elizabeth,
with all her extraordinary duplicity, her inexplicable
dalliance on the very verge of disaster, is an entrancing
figure of the time.
But if she had one fault transcending all others, it
was  a  senseless  and unintelligent  parsimony.    The
bickerings of historians, the evidence of contemporaries,
and the records of the state papers are unable to shake
the  iron  fact   of  Elizabeth's   "maddened  grasp"  as
Froude calls it, upon her money.   And at the very mo-
ment when the seamen should have been issued extra
rations, and provided with  a little  extra money to
refurnish their kits, Elizabeth permitted some inspired
idiot (to speak with charity of the obscure dead) to
substitute for salt beef and dried mutton a foreign diet
of peas, fish, and olive oil, on board her ships.    Says
the fleet order for March 12, 1588:
Every man's victual of beef standeth her
Majesty fourpence the day. ... So the mess
being four persons it amounteth to sixteen pence
the day for their meat besides bread and drink,
By altering that kind of victual for fish, oil and
peas, her Majesty's charge will be but three pence
for three fishes the day at ten shillings the hun-
dred of Newland [Newfoundland] fish, two pence
in oil for the mess the day and two pence in peas
at two shillings the bushel with one penny on every
mess for casks and other charges which is half the
charge that beef did stand.
That such provender made men sick will not astonish
any one, especially when it is borne in mind that beers
and bad beer at that, was still issued with the fish and
oil. Had there been a supply of wine, such as Mediter-
ranean sailors drink every day, the diet might have